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The Urgency For P 
Reforms In India 


CHALLENGES FACED BY INDIA'S HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 


What plagues India's healthcare system? 
L.Inadequate healthcare infrastructure 
India's healthcare infrastructure is inadequate Y 
to meet the needs of its population. There is a 
shortage of hospitals, clinics, and healthcare pn 
professionals in many parts of the country. 
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2.Insufficient public spending 


India's public spending on healthcare - 1.3% of 
its GDP, much lower than other countries with 
comparable economies. This lack of investment 


in the healthcare sector hampers its ability to 


provide quality healthcare services. 
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3. Non-communicable 


diseases 
India currently faces a dual burden of both 


communicable and non-communicable diseases. 
The prevalence of non-communicable diseases like 


diabetes, hypertension, and cancer is increasing 


rapidly, putting a strain on the healthcare system. 
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4. Inefficient healthcare 


delivery 
India's healthcare system suffers from 


inefficiencies, such as poor medical records 
management, ineffective referral systems, 
and low utilisation of telemedicine and e- 


health technologies. 
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5.High out-of-pocket expenditure 


A significant portion of healthcare expenditure in 
India is borne by individuals as out-of-pocket 
expenses, which can be a significant financial 


burden, particularly for low-income households. 
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India's public healthcare system has been 
struggling to meet the growing demands 
and needs of the population of over 1.3 
billion people, due to various challenges, 
including inadequate funding, poor 


infrastructure, shortage of healthcare 


professionals. 
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Although initiatives have been taken in 


recent years to address these issues, there 


is still a long way to go to achieve an 
effective and sustainable public 


healthcare system that can meet the needs 


a a of all citizens. 
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